GERMAN FEAR OF "ENCIRCLEMENT" AFTER 1907  229
ticipation, both because they already had large investments
in Turkey, and because this looked like another good busi-
ness proposition. The French Government, however, favor-
able at first, then hesitating, finally declared its opposition
to the investment of French capital in the German under-
taking. M. Delcasse even went to the point of preventing
Bagdad Railway bonds from being quoted on the Paris
Bourse.3 This hostile attitude of the French Government
was partly owing to the vigorous representations made by
French commercial interests, clericals, and politicians, and
partly also, if we are to believe M. Izvolski, to French desire
to support the policy of their Russian ally.4
In England Mr. Balf our and Lord Lansdowne had stated
at first, on April 7, 1903, that the British QovernmenLap-
proved the bankers' negotiations for the participation of
British capital in the construction of the Bagdad Railway.
But at once an outcry was raised in the British Press and
in Parliament against the Government's favorable attitude:
the railway would injure British vested interests in Meso-
potamia and the Persian Gulf; it would increase the influ-
ence of the Germans in Turkey at British expense and bring
them too close to India; it would rouse suspicions in Russia
as to British intentions; and,-in any case, the English ought
not to participate, unless they did so on equal terms and to
the same extent as the Germans. So Mr. Balf our was forced
to announce in the House ofjnoi™™™^1 m Apr.H ?? his r&-
pudiation of the approval which Vr had pwcn nn \^ 7 s
Henceforth the British also were inclined to obstruct tha
"railway in various mdirecj ways,. They long refused to
'consent to tlie raising of the Turkish tariff from eight to
3GP., 'XXV, 195; Earle, p. 147 ff.
4G.P., XXV, 231. Russian influence was also suspected ol causing
England's change of attitude from one of favor to one of opposition;
GP., XVII, 443.
5 Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons (1903), CXX, 1247-
8, 1358, 1361, 1354-7, 1371-4; CXXI, 271 f.; GP., XVII, 431 ff.; Earle,
p. 176ff.

